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Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Former Liberian Regime of Charles Taylor
July 16, 2008

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a national
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits
to the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect beyond
the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice to the Federal Register for publication,
stating that the national emergency and re-
lated measures dealing with the former Li-
berian regime of Charles Taylor are to con-
tinue in effect beyond July 22, 2008.

Today, Liberia continues its peaceful
transition to a democratic order under the
administration of President Ellen Johnson-
Sirleaf. The Government of Liberia has im-
plemented reforms that have allowed for
the removal of international sanctions on
Liberian timber and diamonds, and Liberia
is participating in the Kimberley Process
Certification Scheme and the Extractive In-
dustries Transparency Initiative to ensure
that its natural resources are used to ben-
efit the people and country of Liberia, rath-
er than to fuel conflict. Charles Taylor is
standing trial in The Hague by the Special
Court for Sierra Leone. However, stability
in Liberia is still fragile.

The regulations implementing Executive
Order 13348 clarify that the subject of this
national emergency has been and remains
limited to the former Liberian regime of
Charles Taylor and specified other persons
and not the country, citizens, Government,
or Central Bank of Liberia.

The actions and policies of former Libe-
rian President Charles Taylor and other
persons—in particular their unlawful deple-
tion of Liberian resources, their trafficking
in illegal arms, and their formation of irreg-
ular militia—continue to undermine Libe-
ria’s transition to democracy and the or-
derly development of its political, adminis-
trative, and economic institutions and re-
sources. These actions and policies pose an
unusual and extraordinary threat to the for-
eign policy of the United States, and for
these reasons, I have determined that it
is necessary to continue the national emer-
gency with respect to the former Liberian
regime of Charles Taylor.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House,

July 16, 2008.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D
at the end of this volume.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Poland-United States Social
Security Agreement
July 16, 2008

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the So-

cial Security Act, as amended by the Social
Security Amendments of 1977 (Public Law

95–216, 42 U.S.C. 433(e)(1)), I transmit
herewith the Agreement Between the
United States of America and Poland on
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Social Security, which consists of two sepa-
rate instruments: a principal agreement and
an administrative arrangement. The agree-
ment was signed in Warsaw on April 2,
2008.

The United States-Poland Agreement is
similar in objective to the social security
agreements already in force with Australia,
Austria, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Denmark,
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland,
Italy, Japan, Korea, Luxembourg, the Neth-
erlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland, and the United Kingdom.
Such bilateral agreements provide for lim-
ited coordination between the United
States and foreign social security systems
to eliminate dual social security coverage
and taxation, and to help prevent the lost
benefit protection that can occur when
workers divide their careers between two
countries. The United States-Poland Agree-
ment contains all provisions mandated by
section 233 and other provisions that I
deem appropriate to carry out the purposes
of section 233, pursuant to section
233(c)(4).

I also transmit for the information of the
Congress a report prepared by the Social
Security Administration explaining the key
points of the Agreement, along with a para-
graph-by-paragraph explanation of the pro-
visions of the principal agreement and the
related administrative arrangement. At-
tached to this report is the report required
by section 233(e)(1) of the Social Security
Act, a report on the effect of the Agree-
ment on income and expenditures of the
U.S. Social Security program and the num-
ber of individuals affected by the Agree-
ment. The Department of State and the
Social Security Administration have rec-
ommended the Agreement and related doc-
uments to me.

I commend to the Congress the United
States-Poland Social Security Agreement
and related documents.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House,

July 16, 2008.

Remarks at the Funeral Service for Former White House Press Secretary
Tony Snow
July 17, 2008

Archbishop Wuerl; Father O’Connell;
Mr. Vice President; members of the Cabi-
net and my administration; Members of
Congress; distinguished guests; most impor-
tantly, the Snow family, Jill, Robbie, Ken-
dall, Kristi, and Jim and other family mem-
bers; former colleagues of Tony: Laura and
I are privileged to join you today to pay
our final respects to a cherished friend.

Tony Snow was a man of uncommon de-
cency and compassion. He was a devoted
husband, a proud and loving father, an
adoring son, a beloved colleague, and a
wonderful role model and friend.

In a life that was far too brief, he
amassed a rare record of accomplishment.
He applied his gifted mind to many fields:
as a columnist, newspaper editor, TV an-
chor, radio host, and musician. He had the
sometimes challenging distinction of work-
ing for two Presidents named Bush. As a
speechwriter in my dad’s administration,
Tony tried to translate the President’s poli-
cies into English. [Laughter] As a spokes-
man in my administration, Tony tried to
translate my English into English. [Laugh-
ter]
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